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Perpetual Salish: 
Contemporary Coast Salish Art from 
the Salish Weave Collection

Perpetual Salish closed after a successful run at 
University of Victoria’s Legacy Art Gallery Down-
town on January 10, 2015. The exhibition was 
organized by guest curator lessLIE and project 
manager Caroline Riedel, Curator of Collec-
tions, University of Victoria Legacy Art Galleries. 
Five Coast Salish artists—Maynard Johnny Jr., 
lessLIE, John Marston, Susan Point and Dylan 
Thomas—were featured in the exhibition. Their 
works were unified by the theme of cultural 
perpetuation, and the varied approaches these 
artists take towards perpetuation through their 
artistic practice. 

 Welcome to our first newsletter of 2015! 

As one exhibition closes, another one opens

School Tours

Alannah Pohorecky, Docent at the Art Gallery of 
Greater Victoria, organized a tour of the exhibition 
for Grade Four students, in accordance with Indige-
nous education curriculum. Alannah delivered tours, 
along with Legacy Art Galleries Curatorial Assistant 
Naomi Shields, and three volunteers. The guides took 
students around the gallery, explaining Coast Salish 
legends and design elements. Then they asked stu-
dents to draw their own Coast Salish designs, tracing 
crescent, oval and trigon-shaped blocks. 30 Greater 
Victoria school groups came to view the exhibition—
over 800 students, teachers and parents. Tour reviews 
were resoundingly positive, from students and teach-
ers alike.

Exhibition Catalogue Cover

Pohorecky and students at the Legacy
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Cards from St. Michael’s University School Students 

“The tour initiated indepth discussion about the messages artwork conveys and 
gave the students an appreciation of the Coast Salish culture. 

Thank you, we enjoyed the experience very much!” 
– Teacher, Glenyon Norfolk School
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Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the exhibition’s successful run: lessLIE, the wonderful 
team at the Legacy, including (but not limited to), Mary Jo Hughes, Caroline Riedel, Allison Grey-No-
ble, Justine Drummond, and Naomi Shields; Alannah Pohorecky, for putting together an excellent 
tour; and to the volunteers who helped deliver it.

See more glowing reviews and beautiful drawings by students here.

Learn more about the exhibition here.

Essay by a student from Hans Helgesen Elementary (Sooke School District)

http://uvac.uvic.ca/gallery/schooltour/
http://salishweave.com/exhibits/perpetual-salish-contemporary-coast-salish-art-salish-weave-collection
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Record, (Re)create opened on January 
9, 2015 at Nanaimo Art Gallery on Van-
couver Island University’s campus. This is 
the exhibition’s second stop on tour, after 
a successful run at The Reach Gallery in 
Abbotsford, BC from July 7 to September 
7, 2014.

Record, (Re)create showcases a selection 
of works from the Salish Weave Collection 
by fourteen artists of Coast Salish ancestry. 
The exhibition was curated by Toby Law-
rence, and is organized and circulated by 
the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria.

Image courtesy Maynard Johnny Jr.

Canadian Art featured Record (Re)create as one of their “Must-Sees!” 

Record, (Re)create: 
Contemporary Coast Salish Art from the Salish Weave Collection 

http://canadianart.ca
http://canadianart.ca/must-sees/2015/01/08/kate-puxley-cat/
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Stay tuned for more exciting news. We can’t wait to tell you what we are up to this summer!

The Salish Weave Team 

Jesse Birch, Artistic Director of Nanaimo Art Gallery, 
hosted a preview of the exhibition the morning before 
the official opening. We were pleased to attend along 
with several Vancouver Island artists featured in the ex-
hibition: Jane Marston, Angela Marston, Luke Marston, 
John Marston, and Maynard Johnny Jr. Also in atten-
dance was Greg Hill, Audain Curator of Indigenous Art 
at the National Gallery of Canada. 

Record (Re)create runs at Nanaimo Art Gallery until 
April 12, 2015. 

Next, Record (Re)create will travel to the Comox Valley 
Art Gallery, opening on June 19 and closing September 
15, 2015. 

Learn more about the exhibition here.
L-R: Luke Marston, Jane Marston, Christiane 
Smyth, Maynard Johnny Jr., John Marston, 
Angela Marston, George Smyth

http://salishweave.com/exhibits/record-recreate-contemporary-coast-salish-art-salish-weave-collection

